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blood being wasted in fighting; extremists on the
other side believed the complete conquest and
subjection of the Riffs to be the only sure solution
to a problem, whose first principles they never
thought to question. A wavering compromise
resulted in the outer frontier of Spanish control in
Morocco being as indeterminate as the prospect of
a permanent peace.
Severe and costly fighting in 1909, swung public
opinion to the liberal side. But the Spanish people's
memory is not a long one and when, at the beginning
of 1911, Alfonso XIII made a trip to Melilla in the
grand manner, the barren land of Africa appeared
once again to Spaniards as the golden treasury
from which they were to enrich themselves.
Admittedly there was more talk than action, but
later in the year the casual landing of some troops
at Larache and Alcazarquivir to protect Spanish
nationals there, had its repercussions both at home
and in Morocco itself. In August there was an
'incident/ The topographical commission of the
General Staff in Morocco were attacked, and their
escort of troops suffered five casualties. The
General Staff's unhesitating reply was a punitive
expedition and while Madrid reported the incident
dosed, a new Moroccan wax was, in fact, beginning,
At home it was not long before the old complaint
against waste of Spanish soldiery reasserted itself.
Bat to Colonel Daiaaso Berenguer had occurred
an idea that offered at least a partial solution of